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God’s Call to Mission, to Japan and to CBI
By Craig Chapin

 I first sensed God’s call to mission work when I 
was in junior high school but had no interest in 
Japan.  To my mind, Japan was technologically 
advanced and politically open.  Certainly, I thought, 
the Japanese had already heard about Jesus.
 I studied linguistics at Brown University and 
hoped to work as a Bible translator, but a health 
condition kept me from joining Wycliffe.  Brown had 
encouraged linguistics majors to learn a non-Indo-
European language, so while I took time to discern 
God’s direction, I signed up for a class in Japanese.  
I didn't learn much Japanese, but I learned about 
the great spiritual need in Japan.
 Soon afterward, I set aside a weekend to pray 
about my direction.  I emerged from the weekend 
with an unmistakable and unexpected answer: go to 
Japan.  So in March of 1987 eight other short-term 
missionaries and I landed in Japan.  For two years, I 
was involved in a pilot church-planting project near 
Tokyo.  I taught English and Bible, organized 
outreach events, discipled new believers, and 
supervised the launch of a summer evangelism 
program in southwestern Japan.
 Yumiko grew up in a Buddhist family.  In 
October 1988 she signed up to take a class at a 

church-run English conversation school, where I 
became her teacher.  After a month of hearing about 
Christ during chapel times, Yumiko put her faith in 
Christ and called on him to be her Savior.  Several 
years of spiritual ups and downs followed before 
she was baptized in 1993.
 Meanwhile I began an M.Div. in Mission at 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School.  Twice during my 
studies, I returned to Japan, including a nine-month 
internship.  After graduating, I took a teaching job in 
Japan while I paid off my student debt.  In my spare 
time, I served as a part-time assistant pastor, taught 
evangelistic English Bible classes at churches and 
the YMCA, helped with camps and evangelistic 
events, and co-led an organization that mobilized 
and resourced secularly employed Christians for 
gospel impact in Japan.  Despite the demanding 
schedule and the three hours that separated us, 
Yumiko and I found time to begin dating.  We were 
married in Tokyo in 1999.  You can read all about our 
courtship on our website at CRChapin.com.
 After nearly a decade in Japan and 
involvement with half a dozen church plants, 
Yumiko and I saw a clear need for a new brand 
of theological education, one that emphasized a 

Reformed and evangelical commitment to 
the gospel and to gospel ministry.  When 
Michael Oh approached us about starting 
Christ Bible Seminary, we immediately saw its 
immense potential for expanding the kingdom 
of God in Japan and quickly joined the team.  
Little did we know that I would become CBS’s 
acting president after our first term with CBI.
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Missions, Teaching and Church Ministry: CBI Pulls It All Together
By Brett Rayl

 Growing up in a single-parent home in South 
Carolina, the church was our family -- it's where my 
primary mentors and friends were.  I became 
serious about my faith in high school as the Lord 
drew me back to himself after a period of 
wandering.  I fell in love with the Bible and with 
ministering to others, and began to grow as a 
Christian.   World missions was always emphasized, 
but became real to me when I visited Thailand and 
Myanmar during high school. The Lord used John 
Piper’s website and my youth minister to develop 
my passions for Reformed theology and missions -- 
and to see how the two are connected!
 I went to college sensing a strong call to 
ministry, but planned to serve as a history teacher 
before doing full-time ministry. But a near-fatal car 
accident my freshmen year underscored the brevity 
of life and led me toward full-time ministry sooner 
rather than later.  During college I met my wife, 
Taylor, and we both spent time serving overseas.
 After graduation, we got married and attended 
Reformed Theological Seminary in Orlando.  God 
used a Missions class -- and a providential trip to 
the airport -- to call us to Japan.  Professor Steve 
Childers assigned us to use Operation World and 

pray for an unreached country every day for a 
month. As Taylor and I prayed together, God stirred 
in our hearts a desire to see his Kingdom move 
forth in power.  At the same time, I loved my 
Scripture and theological studies and my ministry in 
our PCA church.  I had some encouragements to 
pursue further study to perhaps teach at the 
seminary level, and other encouragements to serve 
in pastoral ministry after seminary.  I wrestled with 
conflicting desires and callings and was very 
anxious about what the Lord had in store for us.
 At that point Taylor sent me a talk called 
"Missions as Fasting" by Michael Oh.  We were 
both challenged to learn that Japan was an 
unreached nation and that Michael had helped start 
a seminary there.  In God's providence, about two 
weeks later, I received an email from a friend asking 
if anyone could pick up a visiting missionary named 
Michael Oh from RTS and drive him to the airport!  I 
quickly agreed.  On that trip I shared with Michael 
about our uncertainty regarding our callings. 
Michael listened kindly and then suggested we 
consider serving in Japan where we could do all 
three things (missions, teaching and church 
ministry)!  After wrestling for months, we finally 
concluded that God was calling us to Japan.
 We committed to one year of service with 
Christ Bible Institute (CBI) in Nagoya, Japan via 
Mission to the World. The plan was for me to teach 
part-time in the seminary, help fill a leadership void 
(with Joe Kim and Craig Chapin on Home Ministry 
Assignment), and for both of us to serve in outreach 
with the café ministry and a local church-plant (All 
Nations Fellowship). We raised enough support to 
serve for most of a year.  We arrived and began 
learning about the people, the culture, and the 
ministry of CBI.  I continued to gain responsibilities 
and opportunities as we fell more in love with Japan 
and the ministry of CBI.  From there, God did some 
major things to lead us to long-term service.  First, 
he exposed me to graduate programs that could be 
completed at a distance and at a slower pace; this 

meant that I could pursue my studies while 
serving in ministry full-time.  Second, and 
most importantly, the statistics became 
real people.  Our initial call to Japan was 
largely based on the perceived need from 
statistics -- less than 0.3% evangelical, 
second highest suicide rate in the world, 
high rates of teenage prostitution, etc.  
But our call to continue in Japan took 
place through meeting the real people 
who make up the statistics.  We saw 
young men on the verge of suicide find 
hope in the Gospel, seminary students 
equipped to plant churches, young 
people hear and experience the love of 
Christ through Heart & Soul Café, etc.  
And the little things we were able to do helped 
to contribute to this wonderful work of the Holy 
Spirit.  God graciously empowered our team's 
frail efforts to bring the love of Jesus across 
demographic categories (families, young 
adults, college students, etc.).  We wondered, 
“Should we stay in Japan?” The final piece of 
the puzzle was a definite call to serve.  With 
Michael's call to serve as the CEO for the 
Lausanne Movement (see below), I was asked 
by CBI's Board to become the new Director of 
the ministry, as well as Team Leader upon 
approval from MTW.  We were overwhelmed, 
knowing our own youth and need for more 
experience, but after prayer and much 
encouragement from our teammates, we felt 
led to accept the challenge. I took on that role 
in March 2013 and have been serving since 
then -- till August on the field, and now in a 
more limited way as we raise support in the 
US.  The Lord has been so kind to our team 
and to my family during this season of great 
transition.  There have been many growing 
pains and a steep learning curve, but God has 
graciously led us every step of the way.
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CBI began with Christ Bible Seminary, but it 
quickly launched new ventures in ministry.  Today 
CBI comprises three primary ministries, which 
advance CBI’s commitment to engage Japanese 
society with the gospel, to expand the kingdom of 
God through church planting, and to equip 
Japanese to reach Japan.

Heart & Soul is CBI’s primary vehicle for 
engaging Japanese society with the gospel.  Heart 
& Soul began as a quarterly event at a theater in 
downtown Nagoya.  It brought together young 
Christians from around the Tokai region for 
contemporary worship, gospel teaching, and 
fellowship.  Christians felt safe bringing 
unbelieving friends to hear a clear gospel 
message and to get to know Christians and 
Christianity in a non-threatening and stimulating 
way.  Many of the Christians who attended 
represented the only person between the ages of 
18 and 35 in their churches, so connecting with 
brothers and sisters their own age was exciting for 
them.  

CBI deliberately maintained a quarterly 
schedule so as not to compete with existing 
churches, but participants longed for more.  For 
that reason, once CBI moved into its own building 
in downtown Nagoya, it launched Heart & Soul 
Café.  The café is a safe space for young people 
to get away from the social, sexual, and 
psychological dangers of Japanese society.  Apart 
from expertly made coffee and friendship, the café 
offers classes, fun events, and other programs.  
Through the café Christians are built up and 
others are coming to Christ.

CBI is expanding the kingdom of God 
through All Nations Fellowship, a church plant that 
began in 2008.  The first congregation was 
planted in the suburb of Nisshin and has moved to 
the nearby suburb of Nagakute.  It has a great mix 
of young people and young families, Japanese 
and internationals.  As the first congregation now 
begins to stand on its own, discussions are 
underway regarding a second church plant in 
downtown Nagoya.  Each congregation is 
deliberately tailored to its own location and 
community.

Christ Bible Seminary is CBI’s main vehicle 
for equipping Japanese to reach Japan.  The 

seminary has grown since its founding in 2005 to 
become one of the larger seminaries in Japan.  
While students from many backgrounds study 
there, CBS upholds a Reformed and evangelical 
theology.  It seeks to educate its students in the 
faith, to train them in the skills of ministry, to 
nurture their relationship with God, and to impart a 
vision for reaching the lost through evangelism, 
discipleship, church planting, and mission.  
Through its students and graduates, CBS is 
having an impact from Tokyo to Kyushu and 
outside Japan as well.

CBI’s new building (only a few blocks from a 
major bullet train station) has greatly enhanced 
these ministries.  It is much larger and far more 
conveniently located than CBI’s previous rented 
space.  It also allows for some exciting synergies 
among the ministries.  Heart & Soul Café brings 
young Christians, non-Christians, and seminarians 
together almost every day.  It keeps seminarians 
connected to the real world and gives seekers a 
deeper draught of sound theology than they can 
find elsewhere.

CBI has been in a launching phase for the 
past two years with our move downtown and the 
extraordinary growth of the seminary and café 
ministry.  We have had mainly short-term 
missionaries (who have served in incredible ways) 
helping to get these ministries launched.  We are 
now in a season of establishing CBI for long-term 
service and healthy growth.  We have several new 
long-term missionaries who either arrived recently 
in Japan or are raising support to go there.  
Opportunities for ministry seem greater than ever!  
Many Japanese seem more open to the Gospel 
than ever before and we pray that Japan is poised 
for a great Renewal movement to the glory of 
God.  At the same time, we have watched 
members of our team (including Japanese staff) 
struggle with cancer, depression, financial 
troubles, family pressures, etc.  The future is very 
bright, but the challenges are very real.  Japan has 
been a stronghold for Satan for centuries and he 
will not let it go without a fight.  "But thanks be to 
God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal 
procession, and through us spreads the fragrance 
of the knowledge of him everywhere" 
(2 Corinthians 2:14).

MISSION TO THE WORLD! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! MTW JAPAN PARTNERSHIP
P. O. BOX 16284 | ATLANTA, GA 30368-6284! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Sign up to receive this newsletter:
(678) 823-0030 | (866) 373-6133 ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! EILEEN LASS | lassproofer@yahoo.com ! ! ! !

FYI4
VOLUME 5, JAN 2014

Whatever Happened to Michael Oh?
	 The Lord gave Michael Oh the vision for 
starting Christ Bible Seminary while he was serving 
as a church planter near Nagoya, Japan.  He 
pursued further education, developed a plan, 
recruited a team, and launched Christ Bible 
Seminary in the face of many trials.
 But even as he was preparing for the launch, 
the Lord was opening a new door for him.  He was 
invited to participate in the Lausanne Movement’s 
2004 Forum for World Evangelization in Thailand.  
Two years later he delivered the keynote address at 
the 2006 Lausanne Younger Leaders Gathering in 
Malaysia.  He was then invited to join the Board of 
the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization in 
2007.  He served on the Board, giving special 
attention to younger leaders, for the next five years.

 Then in early 2013, when the Rev. S. Douglas 
Birdsall stepped down as Lausanne’s Executive 
Director, the Lausanne Board of Directors 
unanimously selected Dr. Oh as his successor.  
He now directs the activities of the Lausanne 
Movement around the world as it calls the 
whole church to take the whole gospel to the 
whole world.
	 Despite his worldwide ministry, Dr. Oh and 
his family remain in Japan.  He continues his 
involvement at Christ Bible Institute as the CBI 
Board Chairman and at Christ Bible Seminary in 
the role of Chancellor.  The CBI building has now 
become a center of Lausanne activity with global 
Christian leaders visiting to share their insights 
with Christ Bible Seminary students.

 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to 
his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few;  therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:35-38)

Praying for 70 by 20 
The MTW Japan Partnership invites you to join us 
in praying for “70 by 20.”  We are asking God to 
raise up 70 new kingdom workers (35 Japanese 
and 35 missionaries) to serve in Japan by the year 
2020.  The ministries of Christ Bible Institute are 
strategic to seeing this happen.  

	 Would you pray daily for CBI for the next 
four months?  Here is a possible framework for 
intercession.

SUNDAY  For this window of opportunity – that 
our team would be bold, clear and wise as we 
share the Gospel
MONDAY  For the Chapins’ near relatives who 
have serious medical conditions and for their 
caregivers
TUESDAY  For the Rayls’ adjustment to the birth 
of their first son, Paton (born December 1, 2013)
WEDNESDAY  For the CBI Team as Satan 
attacks (through health, depression, family 
concerns, finances, etc.)

The Ohs

THURSDAY  For the CBI Team, as the lack 
of both Craig and Brett has been 
challenging for the students and staff 
FRIDAY  For Michael Oh and his roles in 
the Lausanne Movement and CBI
SATURDAY  For financial support so that 
the Chapins and Rayls can return to Japan 
this spring 

	 Praise for the Japan Partnership as 
well as our supporting churches and 
individuals to help us in this way!

CBI Now
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top priorities, in three separate areas, on 
which to focus for 2014:

Monthly Support Project: the rapid return 
of Craig Chapin (needs about $3,700/month 
in pledges) and Brett Rayl (needs about 
$4,500/month in pledges) to Christ Bible 
Institute 

One-time Gifts Project: Start-up funds for 
Grace Harbor Church in the Toyosu area of 
Tokyo ($545,000 needed for the first six 
years; about $330,000 pledged)

Translation and Publishing: Tim Keller’s 
Meaning of Marriage in Japanese ($20,000)

DONATE  ONLINE
for CHAPIN:

http://www.crchapin.com/ministry/
support.html

for RAYL:
https://donations.mtw.org/donate/
AddDesignation.aspx?No=16664

for GRACE HARBOR:
https://donations.mtw.org/donate/
AddDesignation.aspx?No=92889

for PUBLICATION:
https://donations.mtw.org/donate/
AddDesignation.aspx?No=92884

http://cbijapan.org/jointheteam/

http://vimeo.com/2238588

Here is a link to a recent blog post with 
reflections on the gospel and especially Japan: 

http://brettandtaylor.wordpress.com/
2014/01/09/reflections-from-cross-conference/
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